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VOLGA-DON CANAL, completed last year, lets through 


talingrad, lying at the | oa 
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that reminded me that among 


the citizens of Stalingrad toda 
are sqme 253000 Komsomol vo 
unteers, 
from all corners of the land to 
brave the hardship of the early 
days of reconstructioy. 
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MOVE AMONG these .peo- 


ple as they walk from depart-- 


ment to department in the shop 
and you will hear many of them 
talking of education, of examina- 
tions and marks and courses for 
raising qualifications. That is 
typical of Stalingrad today, a 
city whose great factories—well 
over a 100 B them, and produc- 
ing *60 percent more than be- 
fore the war—have been re-equip- 
ped with the latest types of 


machinery; whose building sites 


~over 400 in number—are sup- 
plied with tower cranes and 


other newest. labor - saving 


machines and where the great 
construction works of Commu- 


equipmen 
which are not to be found any- 
where else in the world. 
But it is not one work and 


talingraders are 
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TEN YEARS AGO I watched 
a thin stream of refugees return- 
ing across the ice-bound Volga 
to the ruined: city, women and 
children. Here and there women 
with pails were bringing water 
from shining patches of water. 

Now-I saw an endless stream 
of lorries taking building materia] 
and equipment acfoss that route 
to the huge crater where one of 
the world's largest power-stations 
is being built; and to the excava- 
tors at work on the Volga-Ural 
Canal. 3 

A new townlet has arisen near 
these construction sites on the 
left bank, and projects are al- 
ready being considered to 
the Volga with two great bridges 
and to develop the Asian shore 
as a vast Reverand for Stalin- 
grads wor 

Those refugees who returned 
m 1943, joined by volunteers 
from all over the country, they 


newspapers 

as copy books, while light came 
improvized lamps known 

as Stalingradkas, a_ shell-case 
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works of Communisni—the al- 

y completed Volga-Don 
Canal, the future hydro-electric 
station and Volga dam, and the 
Volga-Ural Canal, is destined to 


it is confidently expectéd, bring 


a great influx of new population 
to the Stalingrad steppe. As a 
port of the Five Seas, Stalin- 


grads role as am administrative 


and industrial center will certain- 
‘ly grow in importance. 
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WE TURNED off the Square 
into Peace~ Street. Lined» with 
four and six-story apartment 
houses, with shops on the ground 
level, this street runs for almost 
a mile through central Stalin- 

ad. On this Sunday morning 
t was little wheeled traffic 
but - . were crowd- 
ed wi pers. 

Outside a group of youths 
were’ gathering to go skiing. 
Races were being: held on the 
slopes of Mamayev Kurgan, 


scenes of some of the bitterest . 


fighting in the battle of Stalin- 
grad, a hillock whose surface was 
ound to .contain over 1,200 
shell 

and w 


inters pér square yard, 
e it was two years 


fore even a weed would grow. . 


Peace Street leads to The 
Square of Defense. .It was here 
that Sergeant Jacob Pavlov with 
a handfal soldiers held a 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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: germs. 
are added tothe solemn September, 
cited 46 instances of germ raids after studying fhe germ 
warfare charges on the spot. Scientists like Dr. Joseph 


c th afer? wm? 


'.Needham of the British Royal Society, Dr. Andea Andreen, 


been dropped on the North Koreans and Chinese. 

_._ © Why does Washington refuse in the UN to ratify 
the 1925 Geneva convention outlawing germ warfare? 
..@_.° Why does. Washington refuse to have an impartial 
body of world scientists, lawyers, etc., study the charges 
on the spot, and insists instead on a hand-picked “UN” 
ene ne ok ent ctiers wold 

top places? , : 

_..We Americans share in the responsibility for the hor- 
rible war crimes in Korea, for the napalm burnings of vil- 
lages and human beings. The new Peking charges must 
spur us to: fight for the outlawing of all warfare, to 
get Washington to sign the 1925 Geneva Convention, and 
to'‘permit a study of the charges on the scene.. Above all, 
let tis strive to end the whole Korean horror by an im- 


A LABOR LEADER SPEAKS UP 

PATRICK GORMAN, secretary-treasurer of the Amal- 
gamated Meat.Cutters and Butcher Workmen, an AFL 
union of 200,000 members, has-added his voice to the grow- 
ing. number who are asking’ for clemency for the Rosen- 
ergs. Gorman’s stand is all the more significant since he 
is well known for his anti-Communist views. 

In fact, Gorman speaks of only a “possibility” that 


_there was a miscarriage of justice in the case. But he.is im- 


pressed by the fact that the Rosenbergs steadfastly deny 
their guilt “at the risk of their own lives,” and reaffirms: his 
own opposition to capital punishment. 
_ = |s there a union leader in America true to the even 
er elementary interests of his members who can say 
But so far expressions like Gorman’s have been few 
inthe labor movement. Those who would execute the Ros- 
enbergs.have built up the impression that this is not a 
“labor case.” The history of America records a trail of mis- 
of justice that didn’t look like “labor cases.” But 
Jabor later learned at heavy cost that those cases were re- 
ee ly to the right to organize, speak, associate and 


Does it take much imagination to see unionists framed 
and sent even to execution chambers under the type of 
government administration. now in the 
Today. it.is-the Rosenbergs, tomorrow it can be 
, a union leader, something happened o 
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IT WAS GOOD to see in the 
Feb. 19 issue of the Michigan 
CIO News an editorial declar- 
ing “China Blockade. Impracti- 
cal.” , The editorial notes that 
“the effectiveness of such a move 
is open to serious doubt” since 
“goods coming into China by sea 
represents less than 5 percent 
of all imports.” It concludes 
that “although the demand for 
a Chinese blockad® may be a 
popular slogan, it is of little prac- 
tical value. 

This expression of opinion, 
as. limited as it is, at least takes 
a position onthe quéstion of Ei- 
senhowers proposed new moves 
against the Chinese people. 
This makes the Michigan E10 
paper something of a pace-setter, 
for the bulk of the trade union 
— say nothing about this 
ife-or-death question. for the 
American ° , especially the 
workers United - States. 

However, I'd like to put the 
question to my CIO fellow 
unionists of Michigan: Is this 
editorial really enough? Don’t 
the editors of trade union papers 
really owe something more to 
their readers than the observa- 
tion that a blockade of China 
is impractical? 

In fact, the editorial leaves 

i ion thet the editors 
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and ships and other war ex- 
penses which line the pockets 
of the stock-and-bond men with 
plusher and plusher profits. They 
are also the ones who provide 
the sons who man the ships and 
fire the guns and die.7,000 miles 
away from home “defending de- 
mocracy | 

You see, if you take a work- 
ing class point of view, no 
blockade of China under any 
circumstances whatsover would 
be really practical. 


THE DEEPER you go 
this, the more realize that 
the Michigan CIO News editors 
li | t 


act set off widespread pogroms 
against the Chinese living here 
—pogroms in which 

were shot, tortured, burned to 
death, and driven out of their 
homes and localities. 


The record of anti-Chinese. 
racism which the rich man’s ed- 
ministration in Washington not 
only sanctioned but also insti- , 
gated is one of the most 

blots on the history of our 
country. The writer, Carey Mo- 
Williams, described these racist 
crimes in his book Bro Un 
der the Skin (Little-Brown, pp, ' 
89 to 112). 


The exclusion icy persis- 
ted to Dec. 17, Png lO the 
Roosevelt Administration, under 
pressure of military snore T@+ 
pealed this legislation es | 
tablished new conditions, im |! 
cluding an annual quota per- 
mitting the entry of only 105 


Chinese a year! C wna ba a pg 
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OAKLAND, Calif, Feb. 25.— 
‘Crass roots political activity, in 


cluding the fermatien of nonpar- 
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The Last Bay Laber Journal, z 
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